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ONLY  BELIEVE. 


There  are  many  who  grope  blindly,  and  are  long  on  the 
way  to  Jesus.  Perhaps  you  have  met  some  of  these ; you 
can  see  it  in  their  faces ; they  have  an  anxious,  desponding 
look.  Your  pity  has  prompted  you  many  times  to  think, 
and  sometimes  to  speak  out,  “ My  dear  friend,  what  is  your 
grief?”  And  you  have  had  for  answer,  “Sir,  I would 
see  Jesus  ! Oh,  that  I knew  where  I might  find  him  ! ” 

I met  with  one  of  these  lately.  Some  questioning  was 
necessary  to  find  out  the  hindrance. 

What  keeps  you  from  Christ? 

“ I do  n’t  know.” 

Have  you  ever  tried  to  come  to  him  ? 

“Oh  yes;  many  times.  Several  times  I thought  I had 
found  him,  and  had  given  myself  to  him  : but  I do  n’t  think 
so  now.” 

Why  do  n’t  you  think  so  now  ? 

“Because  I do  n’t  love  the  Bible;  I don’t  take  any  in- 
terest in  it ; I don’t  love  prayer.  There  is  no  change  in  my 
life.” 

Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  you  are  filled  with  the  amuse- 
ments and  gayeties  of  the  world?  or  with  business  cares? 
and  wish  to  have  it  so  ? 

“ Oh,  no  ! I have  no  comfort  in  life  ; and  no  desire  for 
either  gayeties  or  business ; no  particular  desire  to  cherish 
serious  thoughts  ; but  I can’t  keep  them  out  my  mind  ; and 
I should  be  afraid  to  do  so  if  I could.” 

In  short,  there  is  a dreadful  sound  in  your  ears,  the  never 
dying  echoes  of  our  Saviour’s  declaration,  “ Except  ye  re- 
pent ye  shall  all  likewise  perish.”  Well,  why  not  repent, 
and  come  to  Christ  now  ? 

“ I can’t.” 
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ONLY  BELIEVE. 


Can’t  come  to  Christ ! Why  can’t  you  ? Can’t  you  say 
to  Christ,  Here,  Lord,  I give  myself  to  thee?  Can’t  you 
say  to  Him, 


“ Just  as  I am  — without  one  plea, 

But  that  thy  blood  was  shed  for  me, 

And  that  thou  bid’st  me  come  to  thee, 

O Lamb  of  God,  1 come.” 

Can’t  you  say  that,  and  feel  it  too  ? 

“ It  would  n’t  do  any  good  ; it  would  n’t  make  any  change 
in  my  life ; if  it  would,  I ’d  do  it.” 

Ah,  I see.  So  you  have  been  waiting,  before  you  would 
give  yourself  to  Christ,  to  be  sure  that  that  would  make  a 
change  in  your  life ; and  when  you  can  see  that  there  will  be 
a change  in  you,  then  you  are  going  to  do  it.  You  have 
never  believed  in  Christ  ; you  do  not  believe  now  in  Christ ; 
you  do  not  propose  to  believe  in  Christ ; you  do  not  leave  any 
place  at  all  for  faith ; you  wish  to  be  saved,  not  by  faith,  but 
by  sight.  My  dear  friend,  this  is  natural  enough,  but  it  is 
not  God’s  way.  You  cannot  be  saved  in  that  way,  but  only 
through  faith  in  Christ.  Christ  deserves  your  trust,  for  he 
gave  himself  for  you  — the  innocent  for  the  guilty.  He 
knows  the  famine  of  your  soul,  and  stands  before  you,  say- 
ing : “If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink. 
Whosoever  cornetk  unto  me  I will  in  no  wise  cast  out. 
Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters ; and 
he  that  hath  no  money  ; come  ye,  buy  and  eat ; yea,  come, 
buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  without  price.  Come 
unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I will 
give  you  rest  — rest  unto  your  souls.” 

You  think  you  are  to  be  pitied  because  you  cannot  see  your 
way  quite  through  all  this,  and  cannot  realize  the  conse- 
quences of  doing  this  before  you  have  done  it.  No,  you  are  to 
be  blamed  ; not  blamed  because  you  cannot  see,  and  do  not 
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feel,  the  consequences  of  an  act  you  have  not  performed  ; but 
blamed  because  you  do  not  give  your  trust  and  love  to 
Christ.  You  trust  me,  though  you  know  very  little  of  me  ; 
you  have  love  and  confidence  for  the  servant  who  brings  you 
the  message  ; but  none  for  the  Master  who  sends  him.  You 
are  not  required  to  trust  and  love  without  knowledge  ; the 
most  ample  knowledge  of  your  Lord  is  given  to  you.  Do  you 
cal]  for  proof  that  he  is  good  ? “I  lay  down  my  life  for  the 
sheep;”  that  he  is  loving?  “I  have  loved  thee  with  an 
everlasting  love  ; therefore  with  loving  kindness  have  I 
drawn  thee  ; ” that  he  is  pitiful  ? “ I have  compassion  on 

them,  because  they  are  as  sheep  without  a shepherd  ; ” that 
he  will  pardon  ? ‘ ‘ Dehold  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh 

away  the  sins  of  the  world  ; ” “I  will  forgive  their  iniquity, 
and  I will  remember  their  sin  no  more.”  Would  you  be 
encouraged  by  instances  of  Christ’s  readiness  to  save  ? Re- 
member the  leper  ; the  sick  of  the  palsy  ; the  storm  on  the 
lake  ; the  possessed  with  devils  ; the  blind  and  the  lame ; 
the  ruler’s  daughter ; the  Syrophoenician  woman ; the  cen- 
turion. Did  not  the  blind  receive  their  sight  ? the  lame 
walk?  the  deaf  hear?  Were  not  the  lepers  cleansed,  and 
the  dead  raised  up  ? Did  not  the  poor  have  the  gospel 
preached  to  them  ? Is  it  hard  to  love  and  to  trust  such  a 
benefactor  as  this  ? 

Only  believe.  Only  commit  your  soul  to  Jesus  — trust- 
ing Him  with  it  ; making  no  demands.  Give  yourself  to 
Him,  stipulating  for  nothing.  When  questions  arise  in  your 
mind,  give  yourself  to  Him  again.  Are  you  joyful?  give 
yourself  to  Him.  Are  you  sorrowful  ? give  yourself  to 
Him.  Are  you  blind  ? give  yourself  to  Him.  Leave  all 
to  Him.  — And,  remember,  his  answer  is  in  his  Word. 
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JUST  AS  I AM. 


“ HIM  THAT  COMETH  TO  ME,  I WILL  IN  NO  WISE  CAST  OUT.” 

Just  as  I am  — ■without  one  plea, 

But  that  thy  blood  was  shed  for  me, 

And  that  thou  bid’st  me  come  to  thee, 

O Lamb  of  God,  I come. 

Just  as  I am ; and  waiting  not 
To  rid  my  soul  of  one  dark  blot  — 

To  Thee,  whose  blood  can  cleanse  each  spot, 

0 Lamb  of  God,  I come. 

Just  as  I am,  though  tossed  about 
With  many  a conflict,  many  a doubt, 

With  fears  within  and  foes  without  — 

O Lamb  of  God,  I come. 

Just  as  I am — poor,  wretched,  blind : 

Sight,  riches,  healing  of  the  mind, 

Yea,  all  I need,  in  Thee  to  find, 

O Lamb  of  God,  I come. 

Just  as  I am,  thou  wilt  receive, 

Wilt  welcome,  pardon,  cleanse,  relieve, 

Because  thy  promise  I believe  — 

O Lamb  of  God,  I come. 

Just  as  I am  — thy  love  unknown, 

Has  broken  every  barrier  down  : 

Now  to  be  thine,  yea,  thine  alone, 

O Lamb  of  God,  I come. 
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